
Property Fraud 
Plan of Action

Presented by Hon. Eugenia Thornton

Kent County Recorder of Deeds

Registration & Education



• FBI “Latest Scam on the Block” 2008

• Use Fake ID to take out loan on equity

• State Law: Attorney Closing State

• Nevertheless, cybercrimes are on the rise

Screen Print of FBI Webpage about House Stealing. 
https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/news/stories/2008/march/housestealing_032508



• 2023: Secret Service, Mortgage Companies & ALTA warn

• Fake ID & notaries, sell vacant lots, vacation homes

• Bargain price, fast closing, cash sale, all online

• $900,000 damage City of Philadelphia, ring busted 2021

• Wooded lot in CT—ongoing lawsuit now

• 7 one-million-dollar homes in Sussex Jan 2023

• Per KCAR, 4 Dover properties  almost sold in 1 week, May 2023

• 1 vacant lot, Windswept, June 2023; Milton Sept 2023

ALTA, above, and US Secret Service, 
below, created a handouts to explain the 
crime and provide precautions to take to 
help prevent these scams



Kent County Recorder of Deeds

• Announce Transaction Alert Plan, June 24, 2023

• Registration for email alerts:

• 667 registrations in 1st 30 days = $93,380* value 1st 30 days!

• Education via Communications Plan

• Fact Sheet 1: Explore Property History from Anywhere--Free

• Fact Sheet 2: Why Register for Property Transaction Alerts? 

• Radio/TV, print, speaking to civic groups

• White Paper to focus on the Law, educate taxpayers (pending)

*Commercial product not as fast or secure is $140 per year.  Ours is one-time registration as long as we keep our same Land Records 
Management System Vendor.



Explore what is already recorded in your name
uslandrecords.com

Search FREE!  Downloading, printing modest charge—security benefit! 

Watermarked unless paid for by legitimate source verified by PayPal!

Seniors, 

take note!



Pfa.uslandrecords.com

• REGISTER FOR 
FREE

• Get email within 
one week if 
anything is 
recorded in your 
name (mortgage, 
liens, UCC, sales)

• One email per 
registration, 
unlimited names.  
Use all aliases.



Example of Alert Email

To: XXXXXXX
Subject: Property Fraud Alert System Notification

 Dear customer: 

There was a recording with the name “XXXXX" name in the county of Kent (DE). 
Last Name\Business Name: XXX
First Name: XXX 
Recording Date: 8/16/2024 12:00:00 AM 
Document Type: DEED 
Book: 13135 
Page: 174 
Instrument #: 498657 

To ensure delivery, add PFA.DoNotReply@avenuinsights.com to your address book. 

To review this document please go to the appropriate county/town at 
https://www.uslandrecords.com. 

mailto:PFA.DoNotReply@avenuinsights.com
https://www.uslandrecords.com/


Don’t be a Victim: Don’t Pay for What is FREE!



Don’t be a victim of property fraud!

• Property Owner

• New lender documents in your mailbox

• Utility bills rising on property you are not occupying

• County property tax bill does not come when expected

• Have someone check your property if you are not living there

• Buyer

• Bargain basement price 

• All communication done online

• Seller wants to use own notary and closing company

• Cash sale and quick closing



What should you do about Property Fraud?
Registration      AND      Education

• Eugenia.Thornton@kentcountyde.gov

• 302 744 2321 direct line

• 302 744 2314 main office

Support legislative initiatives

Ask Gene to Speak

Contact Kent ROD, ask for handouts to share

Help a Senior Register

Register for Property Fraud Alerts

Find out what is in your Records



Communication 
Plan in action!
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